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History Curriculum intent and implementation 

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It 
should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their 
time. 

As Queenswood School is situated within Telford, which emerged at as major new town in 1968, in the birthplace of industrial revolution (the 
Ironbridge Gorge). Because of this, our curriculum will regularly refer to this local context.  

History at Queenswood is taught in three strands: 

 Investing and Interpreting the past - developing the skills of historical enquiry 

 Building an Overview of World History – gaining the knowledge of significant periods of the world and their impact on Modern Britain 

 Understanding Chronology – using accurate terminology around dates, and being able to sequence events and periods studied 
 

At Queenswood, we aim to develop thinking skills (see separate progression document) in all areas of the curriculum. History allows for the 
development of the areas of planning, developing and reflecting, with a large focus on thinking critically, and gathering information.   
 

Pupils are taught in cross-curricular topics, making use of links with other subject such as literacy, geography, ART, DT and R.E. whenever 

possible. Our curriculum ensures children gain the knowledge and skills required by the National Curriculum, whilst having plenty of opportunity 

to re-visit content to ensure it is embedded.   The 2-year rolling programme of content coverage is well-designed to promote new learning that 

is built on prior learning.   

The progression below outlines the skills required as children repeat working with different skills and periods of history, but are taught a greater 
level of skill, knowledge and understanding as they progress in their history learning journey. 
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To assure that children are retaining the knowledge learned during each unit, a mind-map will be used for children to collect new knowledge and 
link it with prior learning. At the end of a unit, children will demonstrate their learning by creating ‘My Memory Mind-Map’ demonstrating the 
knowledge they have gained, which they will take on to future learning. 

 

Safeguarding commitment: 

Through our history curriculum, children will gain independent problem-solving skills, as well as develop the skills for quality teamwork. 

Children will be taught explicitly about different cultures, and be taught to be both curious and respectful. They will develop their own sense of 

identity, through understanding both local and world history, as well as finding out more about their own personal histories. 

Through our history curriculum children will learn the importance of government, and investigate how different political systems and 

agreements can affect both war and peace.  Children will investigate how money, class, age and gender have offered different opportunities for 

people in many different cultures in the past, and consider how this affects people’s choices today. 

 

Modern British Values and SMSC are embedded throughout the history curriculum through the exploration of different countries and their 

cultures and political models,  teaching tolerance and understanding of others, as well as developing the concepts of democracy and the rule of 

law as they have developed over time and in different cultures. This allows us to compare Modern Britain with other countries and our own in 

the past. 

 
 

Key Skills and Knowledge Year 1/2 Expectation  Year 3/4 Expectation  Year 5/6 Expectation 

Investigate and interpret the past 
This concept involves 
understanding that our 
understanding of the past comes 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask 
questions and find answers to 
questions about the past. 

• Use evidence to ask questions and 
find answers to questions about the 
past. 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce 
information about the past. 
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from an interpretation of the 
available evidence. 

• Ask questions such as: What was it 
like for people? What happened? 
How long ago? 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, 
online sources and databases to find 
out about the past. 

• Identify some of the different ways 
the past has been represented. 

• Suggest suitable sources of 
evidence for historical enquiries. 

• Use more than one source of 
evidence for historical enquiry in 
order to gain a more 
accurate understanding of history. 

• Describe different accounts of a 
historical event, explaining some of 
the reasons why the accounts may 
differ. 

• Suggest causes and consequences 
of some of the main events and 
changes in history. 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, 
giving reasons for choices. 

• Use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

• Seek out and analyse a wide range 
of evidence in order to justify claims 
about the past. 

• Show an awareness of the concept 
of propaganda and how historians 
must understand the social context 
of evidence studied. 

• Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

• Refine lines of enquiry as 
appropriate. 

Build an overview of world 
history 
This concept involves an 
appreciation of the characteristic 
features of the past and an 
understanding that life is 
different for different sections of 
society 

• Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from 
the past. 

• Recognise that there are reasons 
why people in the past acted as they 
did. 

• Describe changes that have 
happened in the locality of the school 
throughout history. 

• Give a broad overview of life in 
Britain from ancient until medieval 
times. 

• Identify continuity and change in 
the history of the locality of the 
school. 

• Give a broad overview of life in 
Britain from medieval until the Tudor 
and Stuarts times. 
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• Compare some of the times studied 
with those of other areas of interest 
around the world. 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features 
of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. 

• Compare some of the times studied 
with those of the other areas of 
interest around the world.  

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features 
of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. 

Understand chronology 
This concept involves an 
understanding of how to chart 
the passing of time and how 
some aspects of history studied 
were happening at similar times 
in different places 

• Place events and artefacts in order 
on a time line. 

• Label time lines with words or 
phrases such as: past, present, older 
and newer. 

• Recount changes that have 
occurred in their own lives. 

• Use dates where appropriate. 

• Place events, artefacts and 
historical figures on a time line using 
dates. 

• Understand the concept of change 
over time, representing this, along 
with evidence, on a time line. 

• Use dates and terms to describe 
events. 

• Describe the main changes in a 
period of history (using terms such 
as: social, religious, 
political, technological and cultural). 

• Identify periods of rapid change in 
history and contrast them with times 
of relatively little change. 

• Understand the concepts of 
continuity and change over time, 
representing them, along 
with evidence, on a time line. 

• Use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events. 

 


